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On Sept. 15, Roraima state federal judge Renato Prates issued arrest warrants for 18 miners
suspected of participating in the massacre of an undetermined number of Yanomami Indians in
the Amazon jungle region in mid-August (see NotiSur 08/27/93 for previous coverage). Prates
had previously issued arrest warrants for four miners thought to have instigated the attack on the
Yanomami community, located near the Brazilian border with Venezuela, 12 km. within Venezuelan
territory. To date, only one of the 22 miners has been arrested. According to Prates, neither Brazilian
nor Venezuelan police have been able to locate the others in the dense jungle area where they
illegally mine for gold and other precious minerals on restricted Indian lands. All of the miners face
charges of genocide. Officials have been unable to determine the exact number of victims due to
the time lag between the murders and the discovery of the site, and to traditional Yanomami burial
practices which involve burning of the corpse. Estimates of the number of victims range between
16 and 73. Although aerial photography has determined that the crimes were carried out within
Venezuelan territory, Prates told reporters that Brazilian law mandates that Brazilians facing charges
of genocide be judged in their native country, regardless of where the crimes occur. The Venezuelan
government has agreed to allow the miners to be tried in Brazil. According to the judge, the miners
could face prison sentences of between 12 and 30 years. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 09/15/93;
Inter Press Service, 09/14/93, 09/16/93; Spanish news service EFE, 09/27/93)
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